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SUBJECT: OPPOSITION PARTY CALLS FOR BORDER CLOSURE 

1 . MAY 4 ISSUE OF GOVERNMENT PUBLISHED BOTSWANA DAILY NEWS 
CARRIES REPORT OF MEETING MAY 2 OF OPPOSITION BOTSWANA NATIONAL 
FRONT (BNF) WHICH CALLED ON THE BOTSWANA GOVERNMENT TO CLOSE ITS 
BORDER WITH RHODESIA BEFORE QUOTE THE RAILWAY LINE IS DESTROYED BY 
THE FREEDOM FIGHTERS END QUOTE. THE STORY GOES ON TO REPORT BNF 
OFFICIAL GIDDIE AS SAYING THAT IF THE GOVERNMENT COULD CLOSE THE 
BORDER THE UNITED NATIONS WILL HELP BOTSWANA BECAUSE BOTSWANA WILL 
BE COMPLYING WITH ITS SANCTIONS ON RHODESIA BUT IF THE RAIL IS 
QUOTE DESTROYED BY FREEDOM FIGHTERS THE UNITED NATIONS MIGHT 
BE RELUCTANT TO HELP END QUOTE. GIDDIE ADDED THAT BOTSWANA WILL 
BE CREATING BETTER FUTURE RELATIONS WITH THE WOULD-BE GOVERN- 
MENTS (SIC) OF THE NATIONALISTS. GIDDIE IS ALSO QUOTED AS TELLING 
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OF STATE DR. H. KISSINGER'S AFRICAN TOUR END QUOTE. 

2. AS IS OFTEN THE CASE, THE ARTICLE THEN GOES ON TO PRESENT THE 
GOVERNMENT POSITION ON THE QUESTION INVOLVED. IT REPORTS THAT 
THE GOVERNMENT OF BOTSWANA HAS QUOTE TAKEN A DECISION TO TAKE 
OVER THE RHODESIAN RAILROADS IN BOTSWANA END QUOTE. IT RECALLS 
THAT PRESIDENT SIR SERETSE KHAMA HAS A NUMBER OF OCCASIONS 

SAID QUOTE WE WOULD END UP HURTING OUTSELVES MORE THAN RHODESIA 
END QUOTE (WITH REGARD TO THE BORDER CLOSURE). WITH REFERENCE TO 
THE USE OF THE RAILROAD, PRESIDENT KHAMA IS REPORTED AS SAYING 
THAT THE LINE PASSING THROUGHT BOTSWANA CARRIES TWENTY PER CENT 
OF RHODEISIA-SOUTH AFRICA TRAFFIC, THE OTHER EIGHTY PER CENT GOING 
THROUGH THE BEITBRIDGE CONNECTION. 

3. IN REVIEWING THE RECENT VISIT OF THE UNITED NATION A DECOLONISATION 
COMMITTEE. THE STORY QUOTES ITS CHAIRMAN AS SAYING THAT QUOTE 

THE UNITED NATIONS CANNOT ASK BOTSWANA TO CLOSE THE RHODESIA 
RAILWAY LINE BECAUSE THAT WILL BE TANTAMOUNT TO SUICIDE. THE 
UNITED NATIONS IS FULLY AWARE OF BOTSWANA'S POSITION END QUOTE. 

4. COMMENT: THE BNF MEETING IN QUESTION WAS MENTIONED TO CHARGE 
IN PASSING BY EXTERNAL AFFAIRS SECRETARY CHARLES TIBONE ON MAY 2. 
TIBONE HAD JUST PASSED BY THE MEETING AND HEARD PORTIONS OF WHAT 
APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN GIDDIES'S STATEMENT. HE MENTIONED THAT 
MEETING IN CONTEXT OF THE PROBLEM OF POSSIBLE CRITICISMS 

OF BOTSWOANA FOR NOT CLOSING THE BORDER. 

THOMSEN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: NATIONAL SECURITY, BORDER CONTROLS, POLITICAL PARTIES, RAILROADS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 04 MAY 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: buchantO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976GABORO00832 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760171-0197 
From: GABORONE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760595/aaaadddf.tel 

Line Count: 88 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: buchantO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 JUL 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <01 JUL 2004 by ShawDG>; APPROVED <14 OCT 2004 by buchant0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: OPPOSITION PARTY CALLS FOR BORDER CLOSURE 
TAGS: PFOR, PINT, BC, RH 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



